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Indian and Western Concept of Imitation
Dr. Rajneesh Pandey

Natyasastra and Poetics are two very important critical works
which throw ample light on the nature of drama and the worldwide
concept of imitation. The concept of imitation is not only concerned
with the nature of drama but it is related to poetry as well. When we
consider the life and philosophic vision of the west we find it utterly
dissimilar to that of India. Tragedy has got the foremost place in western
literary art because for the west tragedy is an inseparable part of life.
However in Indian philosophic vision of life every happening is the
result of Karma (Action) whose cycle goes on with life after life because
of the concept of rebirth. The whole progress of the Western theater
shaped by the great Greek and Roman masters through Shakespeare,
Strindberg, Ibsen, Pirandello, Brecht, Beckett, Stoppard, and others,
who experimented with the novel essentials of structure within the
drama itself, but mostly all the dramatists pursue the Aristotelian theory
of imitation. Even the Theatre of the Absurd could not escape from
the imprint of Aristotelian imitation; the only important shifting of the
Theatre of the Absurd is about the world of dream which is conceived
to be more authentic than the world of consciousness, because the real
nature of man reveals in his dreams, and consequently we find the
tendency of imitating the construction of a dream. But when we analyze
the dramatic art of East - whether it be Indian, Japanese or Chinese or
Indonesian - it has a different temperament which is thoroughly unlike
to Western counterparts. For instance, when we go through the Japanese
Noh drama we find the abrupt dramatic finish. This is simply because
of their esoteric nature where the use of masks and dance play a very
leading role in finishing the drama. So reading of the play is not
enough to give artistic pleasure; it needs to be performed with a such
a temperament which is distinct from just reading.

Bharata’s Natyasastra is an ancient literary discourse just like
Poetics of Aristotle. The important point of this Indian treatise is that it

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Sahitya, SVDV, BHU
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is related not only to Drama but also to Music and Poetry. The perfect
execution a play depends too deeply on the close relation of dance and
drama. The perfect combination of dance drama and music makes the
Indian drama so different from the Aristotelian conception. One may
point out that the choric songs have a very significant place in the
structure of a Greek drama, but we find a separate character of the
chorus as well as the choric songs in the Greek drama. Though
Nietzsche’s The Birth of Tragedy throws light on the dialectical
relationship between the Dionysian element represented by the song
and dance of the Chorus and the Apollonian elements represented by
the action and dialogue in drama. But in Indian dramatic concept we
find it as the integral part of the action and presentation of the play.
Kuntak has rightly remarked that this "synthetic conception is the first
premise of the Sanskrit theatre"'. The main issue in Sanskrit drama is
the exercise of the poetic element with the specific purpose as Kuntak
points out that it is actually "drama’s strength than weakness because
the surplus time thus released is needed to enlarge and draw out a
movement, a gesture-allow it time to register-so as to bring the dominant
sentiment to a ripe fullness">. The term Anukarana used by Bharat in
Sanskrit looks somewhat identical to the term imitation in English.
However this apparent similarity incorporates an innate difference just
as we see the fundamental difference in the sense of the same term
Mimesis, (imitation) used by Aristotle and his master Plato. The main
point is the Indian concept of Anukarana based on some qualifiers used
by Bharata which reveal the fundamental difference from western
concept of imitation. Bharata uses the phrase Bhavanukirtanam or
Avasthanukirtanam. Drama, according to Bharata, images certain
actions, states and sentiments. Always, the emphasis is on ‘states’ or
‘sentiments’ (Avasthas or Bhavas) or, the essence, the ‘being’. Bharata
further states that, the presentation should be Murtimat and Sabhilasam.
These qualifications naturally make a drama as Bharata understands it
different from the general notion of drama. All these qualifiers only lead
to the inevitable conclusion that Bharata’s idea of Anukarana,
Anukirtana or Anukrti in terms of Sanskrit dramaturgy is basically a
different concept from Aristotelian theory of imitation. The Indian
concept the similarity of something to its artistic depiction should never
be a photocopy but analogical or exemplary. This requires the

1. In Dani 36
2. In Dani 36
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understanding in totality where the word Sadrsya is basically qualified
by Pramana which makes it crystal clear that there must be the right
proportion and design. Thus the Imitation of Bharata is critically
conditioned by appropriately imagined literary devise and this design
must develop out of stylized forms and symbols in extremely
conventionalized sense. Moreover, the background in which Bharata first
uses the word Anukarana through Prajapati, he is mainly concerned
with the range and possibilities of drama rather than methodical
structure. On the other hand the accentuation of Aristotle is more on
the technique than on the content. Kuntak has rightly remarked :" If
one may interpret this somewhat freely (without fear of inviting
ridicule!) the explication may run on the following lines: The fiction
must take into account our actual world’s commerce with the other two.
It must be shot through with them; that is to say, the drama should
adequately project these all-important linkages and alliances. So that
the dramatic structure so evolved may be like a graph of the deepest
insights and beliefs of the race, of the community - its [W Jeltanchauung
as it were - in the same way as the structure of a Greek Tragedy is
seen to be the diagrammatic representation of the Greek view of man’s
destiny. In the Indian case such a structure conforms neither to Western
Comedy nor Tragedy but has elements of both. And its characteristic
poise and resolution is miles away from the crisis-ridden drama of the
Western tradition. What is firmly eschewed is an exclusive pre-
occupation with the three-dimensional reality, the World of man’s
activity in the raw, in favour of a scrutiny, a refined sense of the state,
an apprehension of its Rasa, its true being in the light of whole, of all
the three worlds!"'

Another important element of the theory of imitation as
propounded by Bharata is the formation of the precise kind of Rasa
(pleasure) through the ideal execution of the elements of Dance, music,
dialogues and gestures, etc. and if the desired configuration of Rasa
(pleasure) is not achieved by the drama it simply implies that dramatic
imitation fails. What, then, is of supreme importance in the theory of
imitation as propounded by Bharata is the creation of the precise kind
of Rasa. Dance, music, dialogues and gestures, etc. must be presented
in such a fashion that it creates the desired Rasa. Otherwise drama fails
as imitation fails. It is this well-designed feature of Imitation that has a
straight significance of poetry. It means the concept of Imitation entails

1. In Dani 38-39.
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all the phases and features of poetry in which all the fundamentals must
operate in such a harmony that is capable to generate the precise kind
of Rasa; which is the ultimate objective of drama.

When we analyze Aristotelian imitation who accepted the
challenge given by his teacher Plato who rejected poetry for being
imitation of imitation. Plato was an idealist who firmly believed that
Ideas alone are the only truth and reality and the earthily things are
merely the types or copies of the ideas. Things are conceived as ideas
before they take practical shape as things. The idea of a thing is its
original pattern and the thing itself is its copy. As the copy or imitation
ever falls short of the original, it is once removed from reality, and a
poem or literary work which imitates the copy or imitation is an
imitation of imitation, hence it is twice removed from reality He regards
Imitation as mere mimesis and not expression which is creative. Towards
the end of Book X of The Republic Plato indicts poetry on moral,
emotional and intellectual grounds. Aristotle seems to have accepted
the challenge. In Poetics Aristotle develops the theories of Plato on lines
of his own. Aristotle’s Poetics is his counterblast to Plato’s celebrated
condemnation of poetry as a pursuit unworthy of man’s intellectual
dignity and radically vicious in its effect. Out of the remarkable
temperamental differences of the master and the pupil came the most
formidable assault on poetry and the most effective defense of it.

Aristotle did not invent the term ‘imitation’ (mimesis). He only
gives a new dimension to the term used by his master Plato in
connection with poetry. To Plato, the products of the poet or painter
are just the copy of the appearances in the world of things. Hence,
poetry and fine arts cannot contribute to the moral and intellectual
upliftment of society. Aristotle corrected his teacher without naming him
and says in Poetics "art imitates nature . Art finishes the job when nature
fails, or imitates the missing parts". Thus imitation or mimesis imparts
distinction to the works of art and make them useful for man and
society. Aristotle also admits that the ideal which means the universal,
alone is real. He also admits that poetry is an imitation but he is able
to turn the tables and show that poetry is precisely valuable because it
is imitation. In other words, for Plato, poetry is pernicious to man and
society because of its imitative nature while Aristotle acclaims poetry
on the same grounds of imitation. For Plato, poetry is vicious because
it is based on imitation, for Aristotle it is health giving and artistically
satisfying because it effectively siphons off the disturbing passions and
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produces a better state of mind without which there is no possibility
of a good human being or a good society. Obviously Aristotelian
meaning of imitation is quite unlike to Plato’s approach.

Platonic imitation denotes a close representation or a photographic
reproduction of the object imitated. Now the question is why would
not a photograph of a landscape be better than or superior to painting?
Ransom very significantly points out in this connection: other idea is
that the photograph would be both fuller and more accurate as a
presentation. But it is not fuller, strictly speaking; to be particular at all
is to be infinitely full of detail, and one infinite is as full as another.
And it does not matter about the meticulous accuracy of representation;
the painter’s free version may be for the eye the more probable version
and the more convincing, by the same reasoning by which Aristotle
prefers poetry as an imitation to history. The great difference between
the two versions lies elsewhere. The photograph is a mechanical
imitation perhaps but not a psychological one. It was obtained by the
adjustment of the camera and the pressing of the button, actions so
characterless that they indicate no attitude necessarily, no love; but the
painting reveals the arduous pains of the artist. We are excited by these
pains proportionately; they give the painting its human value; and
carrying this principle a little farther, we never discover in the work a
single evidence of technique, discipline, deliberation, without having
the value enhanced further. The pains measure the love"'. On the other
hand Aristotle takes imitation as a recreation through imitative
imagination, because poetic imitation in particular and all artistic
imitations in general depend on its particular mediums in which it exists
in nature or in life. The medium of poetry is sound, the medium of
painting is colour, the medium of sculpture is stone. So the imitation
in art amounts to the transference of the being of an object from one
medium in nature or in life to another in art. Aristotle’s theory of
imitation thus amounts to aesthetics of transformation. According to
Aristotle the object of imitation is ‘man in action’. But they are not men
as we see in the real life. Now the question is how can poetry imitate
men as better or worse than real life. It cannot be done by simple
copying or imitating nature as Plato thinks. It can be done only through
‘Imitative imagination’. Poetic art does not aim at the literal transcription
from nature, since the original is always before us. Poetry is the
expression of the imaginative reconstruction of all the possibilities of

1. Rensom J.C. New Criticisim. 208-209.
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nature. Thus, for Aristotle poetic art is not connected with the world
of things in the simple and direct fashion as it was perceived by Plato.
The fact is the nature or the world of things is actually the source of
inspiration for the poet. The poet uses his imaginative faculty to get
the motivational impulse from nature. And the poetic art imitates this
imaginative motivational impulse in language. Poetic art, thus, gives a
definite shape and substance to a certain imaginative motivational
impulse. By ‘imitation’ Aristotle means exactly what we mean by
technique. Aristotelian imitation illustrates the association between
imaginative impulse and poetic language.

It is clear that artist not only imitates but it also adds various
creative hues to the object imitated. The medium of a particular art plays
a very important role in shaping the creative expressions giving it some
sort of originality. For instance, every object in nature is three
dimensional; but the creative imagination of a canvas-artist transforms
the two- dimensional object as three dimensional. This is the wonder
of art which we realize in the portrait paintings of Michel Angelo or
Da Vinci. Their two dimensional canvas creates a fascinating fantasy
of a three dimensional reality which leaves the spectator in a state of
what Coleridge says ‘a willing suspension of disbelief.” The miracle
of art captures the dynamic movement of nature through the limited
static nature of canvas as we feel immensely in the vibrant paintings
of great artists like Hokusai or Cezanne. The same is true about the
sculptures of Rodin or RamkinkarBej or Michel Angelo. The way they
capture the sense of movement is simply remarkable. Good art thus
overcomes all the barriers of the medium and seeks and achieves the
aesthetics of transformation so overwhelmingly that imitative object is
depicted in its concrete individuality in spite of the static nature of the
object and various hurdles and limitations of a particular medium.

The poetic art depends on the medium of sound which gives
definite verbal shape and literary structure to imaginative feelings. A
poem not only recreates the object that it imitates through the medium
of sound by transforming the object into a verbal artifact, but at same
time, it also incorporates the vivid nature of action, the mood, the
situation through an imaginative collocation of sound. Therefore, a great
poetry is always qualified and extolled by a perfect correspondence
between the sense and the sound which can be seen in the following
lines of Pope in his famous Essay on Criticism:'

1. Essay on Criticism by A.Pope.
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In words, as fashions, the same rule will hold;
Alike fantastic, if too new or old:

Be not the first by whom the new are tried,
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.

Another example of the perfect union of sense and sound can
be seen in Macbeth, when he utters- "Amen stuck in my throat.""
Macbeth says that he tried to say Amen but could not, and the idea is
abundantly borne out by the sound pattern of the line. Amen gets really
stuck as the tongue touches the palate (sf) and gets stuck with the
locking consonant ‘lc\ .The tongue throbbing between the teeth for
release replicates Macbeth’s struggle and makes the statement true. In
the same way Hopkins in "The Windhover" describes how the bird
‘rebuffed the big wind.” Now, let us look closely at the word. What
happens in the sky is that the bird is caught in a storm and its wings
are furled in by the force of the wind.” It struggles hard to unfurl them
and ultimately succeeds. Now remember, ‘->’ is a voiced bilabial plosive,
is fricative, and ‘cf is a plosive. What happens to the wings happens
to the lip here and thus we get a fine sound analogous of the action
that is imitated. Take an example from Tennyson:*

By the margin willow veil’d
Slide the heavy barges trail’d
By slow horses; and unhail’d
The shallopflitteth silken sail’d
Skimming down the Camelot.

There are two pictures: one of heavy barges and the other of a
light shallop. A close look will reveal that the collocation of sound in
the first two lines is such that it makes the reading tedious and difficult
while the abundance of liquid Ts and short vowels makes the reading
of the lines describing the movement of the shallop fast and facile. One
could even feel for the horses, because the barges are so heavy that
the horses have to stop in the middle of the line, for breath as it were.
Since Aristotle has made a universal statement it is equally true in regard
to the poetry of other languages. Here are the first two lines of
Kalidasa’s Meghadutam: ‘Kascit kanta virahaguruna svadhikaraprat-
mattah sapenastamgamitamahima varsabhogyen bhartuh’. Kalidasa here

1. Macbeth by W. Shakespeare.
2. The Lady of Shalott by Alfred Tennyson.
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is describing the pangs of separation of a lover. Yaksha is separated
from his beloved, and so his mind is heavy. And when the mind is
heavy the movement is slow. That precisely is the reason why Kalidasa
employs a particularly slow moving meter (mandakranta) for the poem.
There is no need to multiply examples. The poetry of Shakespeare and
Tagore, in fact, all great poetry is full of it.

As I have said the medium of poetry is sound but the wonder of
great poetry lies not only in suggesting the perfect combination of sense
and sound but also to evoke almost the impossible sense of silence. It
is really great stature of poetry where the sound conveys the sense of
the absence of sound. In other words, the sound performs the task of
effacing itself. Prima facie it looks unfeasible, yet there are many poetic
instances replete with this miracle as we see in the concluding lines of
"On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer" by Keats:

....and all his men

Look’d at each other with a wild surmise
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.

The word silent begets the sense of an eloquent silence giving
us an idea of the thunderstruck enchantment of Cortez (or Balboa).

Aristotle’s idea of imitation cannot be entirely comprehended
without discerning his distinction between poetry and history. Aristotle
says that poetry is more philosophical and higher thing than history.
The meeting point of poetry and philosophy is that both tend to express
the universal but with a slight difference. Whereas the philosophy
endeavours to discover the universal in the particular, poetry represents
the universal through the particular. History, on the other hand, merely
tells what did happen while the poet describes what may happen as
Aristotle says in the IX chapter of the Poetics: "it is not the function
of the poet to relate what has happened, but what may happen, what
is possible according to the law of probability or necessity. The poet
and the historian differ not by writing in verse and prose, the true
difference is that one relates what has happened, the other what may
happen. Poetry, therefore, is more philosophical and a higher thing than
history; for poetry tends to express the universal, history the particular.
This is simply Aristotle’s reply to Plato’s condemnation of poetry on
the ground because it lacks the ideal and universal. It imitates the
particular whereas the universal alone is real. Aristotle precisely points
out that the universality is always innate poetic imitation of particular



Indian and Western Concept of Imitation 83

object. Every individual person and phenomenon has a universal value
only the imitative imagination and inspiration is required to find out,
this exactly what is inbuilt in the poetic art. A great poet is always
interested to seek the universal and give it a rather perfect vent, to
comprehend the ideal which is only half-revealed in the world of reality.
The distinguishing individuality of an artist is always embedded in
stamping the given material with such structural form which is universal.
Thus the concept of Imitation is the expression of the tangible thing in
its universal structure. To grasp the universal, and to replicate it in
straightforward and intense structure is not to echo a reality that is
common to human observation. It is rather an improvement of nature,
an execution of her missing and wanting elements, a modification of
her paucity. Poetry, thus, imitates not the objects of nature but the
hidden creative codes of nature. The mimic world poetry is the perfect
and original manifestation of indispensable creative stature of nature.
The ideal demonstration of life is the sole purpose of artistic imitation
and its function is to replete the particular with the aura of universal
according to the laws of probability and necessity and thus composes
the true configuration of transformative aesthetics.

In compendium it may be said that while Bharata’s idea of
imitation is immensely influenced by the Indian doctrine of Rasa,
Aristotelian imitation is based on his belief that an artist is not an
ordinary man rather he is a man of extraordinary sensibility and
creativity which makes imitation not just the copy of external object
rather this imitation is the result of his imaginative inspiration. It is a
glaring fact that Bharata’s idea of imitation is fundamentally different
from Aristotle when we consider it within the ambit of dramatic action.
But we find some striking resemblance between these two when we
talk about poetic impulse and poetic pleasure. When Aristotle says
poetic pleasure is the end of imitation, he is simply in concurrence with
Bharat’s described components and stimulants that would ultimately
drive the precise vibration of Rasa leading to sublime artistic delight.
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Abstract

In ancient Gurukul tradition, mainly three systems of learning
methodology were prevalent.

Sanskrit mantras and shlokas were learnt by reciting & chanting
in a special pitch, in Rishi Gurukuls (schools). Acharyas used to speak
and recite mantras loudly and students used to recite the same in similar
voice. Thus, the pronunciation given by pure devotees made the mantras
kanthast (remember through voice) and this was further transmitted to
successive generations. This process was called Shruti. in which
knowledge was transmitted orally.

The second system of education was called Manan (Thinking),
in which students used to contemplate upon knowledge acquired from
teachers and knowledge provided by different other societal groups, and
adopt the same in their lives.

Third system was Nididhyasan in which students acquired
knowledge through profound meditation. With consistent brooding,
thinking and application of the subject in real life, this technique was
based more on experimental form of learning.

All three mentioned above have ended in the current education
system. The current system of Sanskrit education is not using audio
equipment and tools at large scale for pronunciation and memorising
mantras which is a very relevant & necessary teaching methodology.
In ancient times, the assessment was based on recall. Debates, and
knowledge of shastra (Shastrarth), which were based on remembrance.
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Now Sanskrit language is getting extinct. We have to evolve new
methodologies to teach Sanskrit, which should be extended to all. New
pedagogies of teaching, which can be a perfect blend of the ancient
gurukul system and modern age technologies, can be used to enhance
the scope of teaching & learning Sanskrit, & also to revive the spirit
of this ancient language.

The restoration of the glory of Sanskrit is possible only by making
it attractive and charming for the common people. Sanskrit has been
neglected and discarded since Indian independence and everybody
including teachers, students, citizens are to be collectively blamed for
it. It therefore becomes a collective responsibility of everybody, who is
even remotely connected to the language in some form or the other, to
revive the glory of this ancient language. Humanity still needs to find
many answers about its existence. Reviving Sanskrit could be a very
strong step in that direction.

Introduction

Sanskrit, it is acknowledged, is not just a language; it is the voice
of India’s soul and wisdom; it is the link between India’s past and
present. From the very outset of the creation of this world the divine
knowledge that we have received from the Vedas is the oldest one. All
the Upnishadas are the first regulators of god worshipping. Brahmin
scriptures are the basis of guide lines, code of conduct of family life
along with the foundations of all stages of human refinement, cultivation
and overall development. Philosophical texts are literature of the
judgment of truth and false. Sanskrit grammar is the easy key to all
linguistic contents of language and its practices. The Valmiki Ramayana
is the ideal of the Lord Rama’s ideals. The Bhagavadgita is the
sermoniser of the knowledge of action. The Manu smriti is the founder
of an orderly government system and self-discipline. The Ayurveda
provides freedom from disease to all living beings through nature’s
components. The Arthshastra of Kautilya legalizes the government and
state systems. All these perfect and permanent aspects of knowledge
were written in a language called as Sanskrit which in itself was and
is a perfectly refined language.

Sanskrit has its glorious place in establishing and maintaining
antiquity, extension, richness, national and international unity. In the time
span in which the rest of the world was rapt in the darkness of
ignorance the Indian Rishis were providing the light of knowledge to
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the world by their vision and practice of ‘i TRifeaq” i.e. we
worship Agni (fire) who has been our well wisher since the advent of
life on this planet.

The sage Kanadda was the first person who explained the atomic
theory before the world. Vigyan Bhikshu presented the scientific
analysis of the echo long ago. Udayanacharya had told that the sun
was the prime cause and source of optical heat. In the field of chemistry
Nagarjuna’s book the ‘Rasa Ratnakara’ is noteworthy. The great
mathematician Aryabhatta’s contribution to the study of stars,
constellations, galaxies, and system of forecasting of eclipses through
the medium of Sanskrit language is well known and widely accepted.

Bhaskaracharya has referred about the gravitational force of the
Earth in his book the ‘SiddhantShiromani’. Sanskrit has its contribution,
role and impact on even the most modern branches of Chemistry,
Physics, Life Sciences, Technology, Management, Mathematics,
Agriculture, Architecture, etc.

In the field of linguistic Sciences the Sanskrit language is
developed and extremely refined even in today’s age. Scholars like
Panini and Patanjali provided the honorable place to Sanskrit language
through their various foundations of syntactic and semantic concepts.
In order to understand, know and feel the soul of Indian culture it
becomes essential to have knowledge of the language and culture which
made us learn the lesson of self-discipline and inspired us to act in a
detached way. The concept " Faee wuifor fafafotesd @@m:" which
means: we should desire to live for hundred years by doing our rightful
duties has been imparted to us by the medium of Sanskrit language.

Current Status of Sanskrit Education in India

There are about 5000 Sanskrit Pathshalas at school level and
about 1000 Veda Pathashalas in India. Eight States have Sanskrit
Secondary Education Board or Directorate of Sanskrit Education and
the rest of the states don’t have any. There is no Board for Veda
Pathashalas. About three lakh students study Sanskrit in the primary
education sector.

1. 9= 111
2. foshifoResq @m: - Rmareg - 2
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About 120 general Universities offer Sanskrit at UG and PG level.
There are 15 Sanskrit Universities. Though there are about 1000
traditional Sanskrit colleges affiliated to some of the above mentioned
Sanskrit Universities, many of the Sanskrit Universities are not
empowered to affiliate colleges and many states have no defined
Authority to affiliate traditional Sanskrit colleges. About ten lakh
students study Sanskrit in this sector.

There are 10 Sanskrit Academies, 16 Oriental Research Institutes,
about 60 periodicals and magazines in Sanskrit and about a hundred
NGOs working for the popularization of Sanskrit.

Though most of the states offer Sanskrit at 11th and 12th for Arts
stream students, very few states offer Sanskrit for Science and
Commerce stream students. Even if Sanskrit is there in the scheme of
studies, it is only in the papers & teachers are not provided for teaching
of the subject. The same trend continues at UG and PG levels. This is
one of the strongest reasons for the present disconnect between Sanskrit
and modern Science & Technology.

There would be about five lakh Sanskrit teachers in school
education, higher education and traditional education. Since most of
them are products of the "Grammar Translation Method", they can
understand Sanskrit, but most of them cannot communicate in Sanskrit.
They can translate from Sanskrit to other languages, but not vice versa.

There are Sanskrit classes, but there is no use of Sanskrit as a
‘language’. There are Sanskrit departments, but there is no
communication in Sanskrit as a ‘language’. There are Sanskrit
Vidyalayas and Mahavidyalayas, but there is no environment of Sanskrit
as a ‘language’. There are Sanskrit Universities without the vibration
of Sanskrit as a ‘language’.

However, due to the efforts of many NGOs and highly devoted
Sanskrit teachers and Professors, there is a new trend of speaking
Sanskrit in daily life, in classrooms and workplaces.

There is a great disconnect and wide gap between Sanskrit
education and main stream education. Hence there is a great difficulty
in promoting interdisciplinary studies in Sanskrit institutions.'

If we have an extensive survey of ancient education system in
order to understand the extension of Sanskrit language we find the

1. Vision and Road Map (Ten year perspective plan)
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‘mantras’ were made to learn by heart by reciting them in a lyrical
ways. There were three systems of cultivating student’s skills and
knowledge in Gurukuls, The teachers recited those ‘mantras’ and the
students followed them. This way was called ‘Shruti’. The tradition of
imparting knowledge was popular in Gurukuls (Academic Institutes).
The knowledge was transferred from one generation to the other by oral
means. The second system of education was known as ‘manan’ ie.
brooding and pondering over the subject. In this system the students
thought seriously over the received knowledge and put it into practice
in their lives. The third education system was called ‘Nididhyasana’ i.e.
continuous brooding and thinking of the subject matter repeatedly, and
by this method the student experienced the knowledge. A form of
experiential learning in those days. All these three methods are
nonexistent in the modern education system.

The basis of the evaluation of the students in ancient education
system was in the power of memorization. Explanatory discussions,
logic, arguments, debates were based on memory. As it has been said :

Uedchedr g o foem wewr gl

HTR WO T 9 faem T ageEm’
Pushtakashyatuyaavidya par hastgatamDhanam
Karya kale Samutpanne n saavidya n taddhanam.

Knowledge written in books and money lying in somebody else’s
hand are of no use at the time of need.

The knowledge of ancient scriptures of Sanskrit language was
passed on by teachers to students through the power of remembrance,
which used to be registered along with the enunciation down memory
lane of Learner.

Mantras were remembered through chanting and registering them
in mind so that they can be recalled through devotional technique.
Sanskrit language is based on clean grammatical rules. Each phrase/
stanza of literature is created through specific rules of Sanskrit language.
Therefore, remembrance of phrases is possible through grammatical
rules. Sanskrit Sutras are related to each other through all aspects of
Sutras & can be explained only if continuity is maintained i.e. earlier

1. e gefd R -skTeR 7/103/5
Shaktsyev vadati Shikhmaanh:, Rigveda 7/103/5
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and next sutras must be co-related. For example ‘¥ @@ €9:’ Sutras
can be explained only if you have knowledge of earlier learned sutra
of Maheswar and all aspects of that particular phrase.

Similarly any sentence in Sanskrit language cannot be created by
remembering rules of language for example “@etehT: far=me™¥”. This
sentence can be completed if you remember that for “sTeient:"” what
kind of verb, gender and singularity or plurality is known.

Any teacher can only be able to explain if he or she has complete
remembrance of chanda, art or rhetoric and ornamental language. Art
of remembrance is valuable for both teacher as well as learner.

Even today the basis of the evaluation of the students is memory
whether the examination is written, oral or based on objective patterns.
The students of modern times have skills and practices of memorization
only. They lack the method of brooding, pondering and constant
thinking of the subject matter.

In ancient times because of the systematized and developed state
of education, the society had very sublime and lofty feelings for
education. The society had a sense of reverence to the teacher and the
taught as well. The word ‘Shakt’' (&) has been used in the Rigveda
for the teacher. The adjectives used for teacher in Atharvveda such as
Mrityu (Severe Penalty), Varuna (God), Soma (Peace Like), Aushadhi
(Curative)® etc. made the teacher very honourable in the society. The
teacher was supposed to teach the curious students only. The education
and knowledge cannot save and protect such student who do not respect
their teacher by mind, words and actions.’ The environment of
education was also attractive, naturally peaceful, and charming towards
which students were attracted.’

—

S gaeul: AW U TH: -AUda’ 11/7/14
Aacharyo Mratuvarunah Soma Oshdhayahpayah, Atharveda 11/7/14
2. gfg ameedd <ed Tl Wl -3¥dds 1/1/2
Punrehi Vacharchet Deven Mansa Sah, Atharveda 1/1/2
3. semfuqr ¥ E AfsEwd fowr aren wAen wHEeon an -freed 21

Adhyapita Ye Gurunam Naadriyante Vipravachamansa Karmana
Vanirukta 2/1

4. fofoagdad SAfa: -a998 23/47

Kim sivatsuryasamam Jyotih:, Yajurveda 23/47
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The importance of bookish knowledge was limited & more
insistence and weightage was given to character building. The student
practiced the received knowledge through constant brooding in life. The
entire education system was under guidance and control of the
chancellor. The state/government had no intervention in it. The question-
answer method', explanatory discussions’, dialogues®, learning by
doing”, narratives’, project® and experimental methods’ were used in
ancient education system. Patterns of metrical system were very
significant in learning vedic-mantras. The teacher made the students
learn mantras by heart & explained their meanings. Special insistence
was given to the correct pronunciation of mantras. The parity and
correctness of right pronunciation was an essential component, because
mantras lacking right phonetic value were not able to explain their
meanings, as -

g I WAl quiar ar fHeamEet 1 augurg|
W aresl a9mE e agway: wRarsuedll
TRVTETAVIRTE e el

Dushtah Shabdah swartovarnato

va Mithayaprayukto n tamrthmah

Savagvajro Yajmanam Hinasit
yathendrashatruh swaratodapardhaat

1. g gfqorn Sifel -stereer 2/27/1
Prasham Pratiprashom Jahi, Atharveda 2/27/1
2. W aIfiedd ®wodd W WE a9l -ASER 23/15
Swayam Vaajinstanvam Katpayaswam Jashswa, Yajurrveda 23/15
3. fom weq wwfufql -SRAmEieg 32
Kim Yaavat Yakshamiti Kenopanishad 3/2
4. fuem M SMYRFOIAY| ~FFoR  10/101/2
a1 e fem em ageA
Dhip Aa Raadhwam Aapudharam Krisnadhawma, Rigveda 10/101/2
5. v fen vefts 52
Paninya Shikha Shloka 52
6. Sanskrit Shikshan ke naveen aayam - Dr. Asha Bhansali, Rajasthani
Granthagar, Jodhpur
7. Sawalo ke Chakravuah me Shiksha - Dr. Rawat
8. Bharat me Uchha Shiksha Omega Publication Delhi - Dr. Virendra
Singh Yadav
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Dushtaashabdanmaprayuchchham-
hityadhyeyam vyakarranm.

The ancient education system of learning, particularly, Sanskrit
teaching has its own merits. Similarly the modern and ancient system
has time gap of centuries. However, in the current era of technological
evolution and changing societal value system it is almost impossible to
carry on the ancient Gurukul pattern of education. It is the Universal
truth that those who do not change with time are extinguished.

If modern education pattern can adopt and inherit some of the
value based golden tools provided in older system then appropriate
Sanskrit teaching learning methodology can be developed.

Pedagogy in Sanskrit Teaching:

Sanskrit is usually considered to be a tough language to learn.
As a result we see number of Sanskrit students reducing every years
in Universities. Therefore as teachers our objective should be to make
Sanskrit learning easy and more interesting for students. Like

SandhiViched,
SamasVigrah,
vakyaprayog,
Paryayakathan,
vilomshabd,
vastupradarshan,
question answer, etc.

Adopted methodology for providing education is known as
pedagogy. Best teaching can be achieved through suitable pedagogical
tools, which are always helpful to students in learning the subject. From
ancient time to modern era there have been several experiments, for
adoption of best pedagogical tools, which were supported by either same
philosophical or psychological principle. In ancient time teaching of
Sanskrit was student centric. For a specific group of students, a specific
subject course as well teaching methodology was adopted.

In modern times the teaching is student centric in which they are
encouraged to be a part of teaching learning process. Therefore teaching
pedagogies should be such which develop interest for the subject
amongst students. In the teaching of Sanskrit, the subject matter & the
language knowledge is provided. Therefore, the teaching methodology
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should be such which can provide the knowledge of the subject &
language.

Let's discuss a few teaching pedagogies

Bookish methodlogy : In this teaching methodology which is
mostly adopted in current times, is based on books which provide
support while learning. Books are used as tools where most of the
information related learning are easily accessible to the learner. Books
are customized according to the age and mental status of learner.

This methodology is widely used across India. However, if we
wish to enhance Sanskrit Learning we should consider the following
pedagogies which are a blend of old and new teaching methods.

Pathashala methodology : Sanskrit language can be easily
taught through schooling (Pathshala) pattern practiced in ancient times.
In this method students are encouraged to learn Grammer of Sanskrit
through repeated reading and recitations. They are then subjected to
apply the uses of grammar in text writing, which helps them in learning
the subject orally as well as in written form. This methodology of
teaching is still more appropriate and useful in learning of Sanskrit for
students.

Prima-facie methodology : Mother is considered to be the first
school of the child. Prima facie methodology is based on the similar
fact. The child while living with the mother learns the mother’s tongue
in one year. Child learns most of the language himself just by observing
the speaking mother. Child learns without any knowledge of knowing
grammar or translation. If this methodology is adopted for teaching of
Sanskrit to children, it can be the most easy and naturally convenient
method.

Audio-Visual methodology

It is a direct application technique where no examples are needed.
Teacher and learner both interact and help each other in getting the
teaching learning process completed. Teachers use visible tools for
learning and students grasp the knowledge being provided.

Bhandarker Methodology : In this methodology Sanskrit
grammar is taught as it is. It is then translated to mother’s tongue. With
relevant examples translated knowledge is provided in such a manner,
that the translation becomes imprinted in learners mind and he/she can
relate and understand Sanskrit through correlation.
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Vartalaap Methodology (Conversation) :

To sustain the original nature of the Sanskrit Language,
Conversation Methodology is most important. Here, teacher and
students get involved in conversation in Sanskrit language in the
classroom. Classroom activities ‘@afeT<d: fam’ are conducted in
Sanskrit. In this methodology, question-answer, debate and similar other
techniques, where dialogue is required, are used to teach and learn the
language.

Evaluation methodolgy : This pedagogy is a practical approach
to teaching Sanskrit based on the current education system. In the
current education system, only so much knowledge should be provided
to the student which has some applications in our daily lives. It is based
on the concept of evaluation, that knowledge acquired should be
evaluated at various stages and further enhancement in knowledge to
learner should be imparted only when it is required to achievea specific
objective. Sanskrit can also be taught with this approach. This will
shorten the syllabus and will also keep the subject interesting to the
students.

Joint Methodology : In this methodology most of the above
methodologiescan be arranged in various permutations and combinations
and can be used to facilitate teachers and learners on a common platform
to have dialogue, visible education model for knowledge transfer.
Through this concept, in fact, most of the modern pedagogical tools
can be accessed and pace of learning can be enhanced.'®

However even after the application of all the above methodologies
if a student is unable to grasp the language, the teacher needs to
identify the problem and address the causes of the problems through
ways beyond the classroom methods. This includes diagnosing and
healing the problem through un-official interactions and making an
easy-go environment around learning Snskrit.

Changing dynamics of Sanskrit teaching in Internet era

Till a few years ago the teaching methodology used monologist
pattern. Teachers delivered lectures based on their knowledge and
expertise and students listened and remembered the contents in
accordance with their grasping power. In Sanskrit teaching explanation
provided by the teacher used to be the best source of learning.

In the modern era when modern tools of learning are available,
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the class room teaching is also changing. Now a days information is
available on finger trips through internet on mobiles. Students are
having E-sources for information; they can have access to the ancient
literature and even explanation on web pages and websites. Therefore,
information and knowledge domain has changed from books and
teachers to internet web pages/Google. New tools are being evolved
daily, which involve intensive interactive session among teachers and
learners. Teachers have to do lot of preparation before taking a class
so that theydo not only provide information but widen the knowledge
of the particular subject through his own explanation based on his own
experiences.

Now days the role of a teacher has changed to a mentor from
just a source of information and knowledge. A better and more
appropriate explanation on the subject can be provided through
interactive teaching.

The importance of use of new pedagogy tools is more relevant
in primary level Sanskrit Pathsalas, in comparison to higher classes of
Sanskrit teaching. The students who are taught in Sanskrit Pathsalas
should be trained in such a manner that they should not feel inferior to
any student who has studied in modern school at least in terms of
knowledge and learning.

However, there is something human about teaching which should
be borrowed from ancient model of learning. Eye-contact between a
teacher and student is very important which was practised in ancient
times. IT tools can facilitate learning but cannot provide mentoring.

Therefore there has to be a fine balance maintained between
ancient methodologies of learning and modern tools of facilitating the
language. Only then can we provide a tangible solution to the problem
of difficulty in Sanskrit learning in this era.

Suggestions & Remedies

Inspite of adoption of above mentioned methodologies, there are
learning obstacles which must be addressed at appropriate level so that
solutions & remedies can be found.

Linking Sanskrit to formal job economy is extremely important
to enhance interest amongst students. Sectors like Science, astronomy,
architecture, mathematics, economics, medicine, metallurgy, etc where
applied Sanskrit can be used should be explored wrt to Sanskrit jobs.
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Every University may conduct two weeks workshop to all its
Sanskrit faculty members for developing Bridge course for students, for
discussing appropriate teaching methods and for enhancing their own
communicating skills in Sanskrit.

Make efforts to improve curriculum. Modify, shorten, & update
the syllabi in tune to the need of the modern times.

The psychometric tools should be used to know the root cause
for slow learners of the language.

Advise the students to take the research topics relevant to the
current social, economic, political and scientific issues.

Design and offer new courses within Sanskrit realm like B.Sc.
and M.Sc. with the combinations in Yoga, Ancient and Modern
Mathematics, Economics, Management, Law etc.

Center for training Sanskrit teachers on modern methods and
approaches to language teaching has seen many changes in its
pedagogical aspects. As Sanskrit teachers are not exposed to these
changes, they still adopt the one method which is treated as obsolete.
One center of Sanskrit of Sanskrit teachers training may be established
under any one of the Central University or any other appropriate body.

It is important for all of us who are in teaching and promotion
of Sanskrit as language, as well as enrichment of literature through
research, to adopt best pedagogical tools so that it becomes a language
and subject for common man as it is conceded as language for scholars
and academicians.

Conclusion

Nobody can doubt the importance & relevance of Sanskrit in
today’s world. Sanskrit is the mother of all Indian languages. Endless
knowledge sources about universe, humanity, spirituality, education, and
answers to various transcendental states of god, life and matter are
embedded in the Vedas, and texts in the language. Hence preservation
of Sanskrit is as vital to humanity as much is environment.

Fast changing global activities in the field of learning come before
us in their newest forms. We are living in an age of globalization facing
large number of challenges and possibilities. The revolution and
changes in information technology have produced new dimensions
before us. In such a rapid changing time the Sanskrit teachers have to
make changes in modern education system and accept the modern
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technological means. The syllabus should be made practical and
experimental along with its theoretical aspects so that possibilities in
the field of Sanskrit teaching and learning might be enhanced. By
providing proper training to teachers, they should be made to develop
habits of self-study and self-assessment. The atmosphere of colleges and
learning centres should be made techno-friendly by use of information
technology, internet and various IT tools.

The new pedagogies to teach the language should be adopted
and a perfect blend of ancient and new methodologies should be applied
to make Sanskrit teaching more interesting in the modern times.
Teachers should be trained appropriately.

The restoration of the glory of Sanskrit language is possible only
by making it attractive and charming for the common people. Sanskrit
has been neglected and discarded since Indian independence and
everybody including teachers, students, citizens are to be collectively
blamed for it. It, therefore, becomes a collective responsibility of
everybody who is even remotely connected to the language in some
form or the other to revive the glory of this ancient language. Humanity
still needs to find many answers about its existence. Reviving Sanskrit
could be a very strong step in that direction.

s
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India is the land of moral values, cultural heritage and spiritual
thoughts. India’s spiritual and cultural prosperity is due to seers and
saints. Many a great saints have irrigated this holy land through their
noble works, thoughts and preachings.

The saints and seers have served as safety valves whenever there
was a danger to ‘Dharma’ and decline in moral values in India. The
Almighty itself descends to earth in the form of saints or generous souls
to protect humanity from the invasion of vicious persons. Lord Krishna
says in Gita:

TaT gar fg e venfasfafa e
ATTAITHE  qETH gl

Spiritualism is not the prerogative of men alone, but women too
have occupied a high place in the field of spirituality. There have been
great women saints and seers in India since ancient times such as Gargi,
Apala, Lopamudra, etc.In the chain of women saints Maa Sarada has
attained a high position in modern times.

Maa Sarada Devi was a Divine Consort and first disciple of
Ramakrishna Paramhansa. She was born in a poor but cultured
Brahman family of Bengal in village of Jayarambati in Bankura District,
situated about sixty miles to the west of Calcutta. She was born on
22nd December 1853 as the eldest daughter of Ramachandra Mukherjee
and Shyama Sundari Devi. She had absolutely no schooling. Her early
training was like that of any poor Indian village girl belonging to higher
castes. At the age of five, she was married to Swami Ramakrishna
Paramhansa, the third son of Khudiram Chatterji of Kamarpukur in the
district of Hoogly.

*  Development Assistant,
Haryana Sanskrit Academy Panchkula
1. Gita 4.7
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Sarada’s lack of formal education did not stand in the way of her
mental development. The simple life of the village, the spacious fields,
the open sky, the trees and the birds gave depth and breadth to her
outlook. And above all, in her early girlhood, her husband took charge
of developing her mind and character.

Soon after her contact with the Master, her pure and disciplined
mind attained great heights of concentration and illumination. The
training that the master imparted to her did not exclude secular matters,
especially the way of conducting oneself in everyday life.

Every great personage delivers his message partly through his life
and partly through his teachings. No doubt they are mutually
complementary, but it seems that in certain spiritual types the message
conveyed through life is more significant than the message conveyed
through words. The Holy Mother belongs to this category. What Maa
Sarada gave to mankind spiritually and socially is depicted as under:

Ideal of Domestic life

Mutual relationship of Maa Sarada and Swami Ramakrishna
presents high ideal of domestic life. She was a true Sahadharmini. Not
only through her preaching but also through her behaviour and
personality she taught a lot to society. Her relation and devotion to
Swami Ramakrishna taught the couples that the man and the woman
brought together as a husband and wife are like the two wheels of a
vehicle moving together on a comman track towards a common ideal.
She sacrificed her worldly desires to help her husband attain the ultimate
goal. On Sarada’s arrival at Dakshineshwar, the Master pointedly put
a question to her:" Do you want to drag me down into Maya?" She
replied, "why should I do so? I have come only to help you in the
path of religious life."" A noble answer indeed by a Pativrata and a
true Sahadharmini. Only a woman of immaculate purity of mind could
have given such a reply. It was the spontaneous expression of her pure
nature, of the lofty ideal of life that had unconsciously become hers as
much as her husband’s.

Japa and Meditation

Holy Mother gave a high place to Japa and Meditation in the
practice of daily devotions. Japa purifies the mind, creates inner

1. Great Women Saints of Modern India, p.10
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calmness and leads to meditation. Without acquiring mental purity one
cannot properly meditate. There is a saying that as a plant is hidden in
a tiny seed, so also is the lord hidden in his name. When a pure soul
performs japa, it feels as if the name bubbles up spontaneously from
within itself. It does not have to make an effort to repeat the name.
Holy mother stated regarding the efficacy of japa and meditation. "As
wind removes a cloud, so does the name of God disperse the cloud of
worldiness."'

Renunciation

Holy Mother was an example of true renunciation, though
outwardly she lived as a householder. She was not attached to anything
in the world. Thus, she inspired advanced aspirants, especially young
seekers, with the ideal of renunciation. She would say to them: "Many
think of God only after receiving blows from the world. But blessed
indeed is he who can offer his mind, like a fresh flower, at the feet of
the Lord from his very childhood. One should practise renunciation in
youth. In old age body deteriorates and loses strength. The mind does
not possess vigour. Is it possible to do anything then?"?

Mother told her devotees that thay would acquire renunciation
slowly. They could make some progress in this life, a little more in the
next and so on. Thus she never compelled her followers to do hard
penance and to be renouncer at once.

Her married life is the epitome of true renunciation. Many among
the prophets and saints have remained unmarried or, if married
renounced their wives. Sri Ramakrishna not only was married but kept
his wife with him till the last moment of his life, neither of them
allowing the mind to come down to the physical level. They were
Jitendriya (controller of senses) in real sense as Kalidasa says:

faerredr afa fafera aw 7 =aife @ wa s’

Her own mother Shyamasundari Devi once lamented "My Sarada
has been married to an ascetic. She will never know the bliss of being
addressed as Mother." The Master, who heard it remarked," Your
daughter will have so many children that she will be tired of being
addressed day and night as Mother. "And countless indeed were her

1. Holy Mother, p. 220
2. Ibid, pp. 216-217
3. Kumdarsambhavam, 3.59
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spiritual ‘sons’ and ‘daughter’.’ Such a marital relation is rare in the
spiritual history of the world.

Forbearance

The Mother believed that there is no virtue higher than
forbearance. She had no difference in saying and action. She was clear
image of endurance. Holy mother could not find fault with anybody
or hurt others by thought, word or deed. By constantly seeing blemishes
in others, she taught, one’s eyes become contaminated and one finds
nothing but faults. A woman,who had once lived an immoral life used
to visit her. Some of the respectable ladies did not approve of her
coming and one of them expressed her annoyance to Holy Mother. She
said that if the fallen woman frequented the Udbodhana, it would be
impossible for others to go there. The Mother replied firmly," those who
have taken shelter with me are always welcome. If that stops the visit
of some others, I can’t help it."? On another occasion she replied, "If
they are prevented from coming here, I will leave the place." She
remarked, "The mind is everything. It is in the mind that one feels pure
or impure. A man first makes his own mind guilty and then sees
another’s fault ------ I cannot see anybody’s shortcoming- ----Forgiveness
is a great religious austerity."> Thus Holy Mother taught the importance
of forbearance.

Humility

The Mother taught the lesson of humility to her disciples.
Humility, a natural trait of Holy Mother, must not be confused with
mere politeness or courtesy. True humility is based on spiritual
perception. Holy Mother said, "In the fullness of spiritual realization,
a person finds that the God,who resides in his heart, resides in the heart
of all the oppressed, the persecuted, the lowly and the untouchable. This
realization makes one truly humble."*

Importance of Action

Holy Mother believed in action. She knew the importance of
action. She urged her devotees, whether monks or householders, to lead
an active life. She herself never spent an idle moment. She had faith

Great Women Saints of Modern India, p.15
Holy Mother, p.224

Ibid,p.225

Gita, 2.47

T I S



102 IU-JT

in the principle of action depicted in Gita :
HUTASTIRRE | HEY el
o FHECRGHT O HSEaERHTTI
o &% ®H @ ®H S geRHuT:|
IREETT o @ 9 wiAgaEetor I’

She always kept herself busy with different activities such as
digging, gardening, cooking, cleaning of pots, washing clothes, dusting,
etc. She told her disciples that action is no less important than japa and
meditation. Action purifies mind and heart. It removes defects of organs.
Action is the root cause of knowledge (Jnana) and Devotion (Bhakti).3

When asked by a disciple why she did all kinds of work herself
without accepting anyone’s help, she replied, "My child, it is good to
be active : Bless me that I may work as long as I live."* On another
occasion she remarked: "One must always do some work. Only
through work can one remove the bondage of work. Total detachment
comes later. One should not be without work even for a moment.” Work
helps one to find ideal thoughts. If one is without work such thoughts
rush into one’s mind."®

Thus she believed in principle of action and taught her followers,
too. She never desired for any fruit of action, that is worldly deception,
as a lotus flower remains pure even situated in mud.

T @ yfasduT: |1
wfiae  Taedurg=n
relisedd a9g T
HarugH a: femrsta’

She was a real picture of disinterested action.
Sociai Equality

Holy Mother was biased to social equality. She believed that all
the human beings, belonging to any caste, i.e. Brahmana, Ksatriya,

Ibid, 3.8

TR 9 WAfd ¥ 9d 98! Saradamanililacharitam, 6.23-9%k
9 ®HHEH Safa=aAeE| Ovid. 7.49

Holy Mother, p.229

Gita, 3.5

Holy Mother, p.229

Gita, 4.13
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Vaisya or Sudra, are equal. All of them are part of Almighty as depicted

in Gita:

AU 7 g UTRH TSIt |

Believing in the principle, the Mother showered her love upon

all devotees and followers without discrimination. All her disciples in
the monastery lived together happily forgetting their caste differences.
The idea of social equality and coexistence lies in Rgveda, too:

Heged Hags § al At S|

FAT GW T Yd  HSIEET SUTHAI

Even the Muslims and Christians were also equally loveable to
her. She believed in Global family:

IEREAE q 9gia FerEw’

Denial to untouchability

Holy Mother did not believe in caste - systems and untouchability.
She was sad due to pain of casteism. She did the works, also, prohibited
by upper castes. Her affectionate heart understood all the persons as
equal. She would see the light of Almighty, in birds and animals and
in all people. She had accepted the message of Gita:

foeanforaama seor e ghat
oI <@ vauTeR o ufvean: \HEE:

She gave shelter of her love to every refugee. She asked a weaver,
inferior to caste, to give up hesitation and initiated him as a disciple,
just as the sun gives its light to pure and impure without any
discrimination.

On another occasion a votary of low caste was standing
frightened at a distance at the time of workship of Goddess Durga. The
Mother called him with love and inspired him to worship without
hesitation. Such divine and peculiar was the heart of Mother.

Thus Maa Sarada, being taught by her husband, owned his ideals
of spiritualism and welfare of world. Removing the wrong customs,
spread in the society in the name of religion, she decided, service and
spirituality. She gave to Indian society a great person, Swami

1. Rgveda, 10.191.2
2. Panchatantram, 5.38
3. Gita, 5.18
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Vivekananda, who presented such concept of religion in the light of
Indian philosophy in Dharmsamsad at Chicago, so that the whole
world bowed in respect of Indian thoughts.

In modern times, moral values are declining and women, rejecting
the virtues such as simplicity, gentleness and faithfulness to husband,
are accepting worldiness as the aim of life. At such a crucial time, the
character of Holy Mother is enlightening as a lighthouse to awaken
the whole mankind. Not only the Indian culture, but also the world
culture will remain indebted to Maa Sarada for her spiritual and social
contribution.
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