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ABSTRACT

Education of the parents plays a significant role in the upbringing of a child.
They are the first teacher of a child. Children learn their language, culture, values and
develop their thought process through their parents. They play a vast role in a child’s
academic growth than a teacher because the child spends most of its time with its
parents. Education of parents also affects the education of children and their academic
growth. But in some developing countries like India, women and girls are often denied
an opportunity for education. This is mainly due to the patriarchal system, traditions
and culture which hinder the girls’ strength and intelligence in the educational process.
Girls are expected to take up the roles of wives and mothers after marriage, so most of
the parents socialize girls to meet their expected roles only. But an educated mother is
a better mother because she can educate the whole family and educates the child in all
aspects. This paper is an attempt to analyze the Inter-generational Educational Mobility
of Scheduled Caste Women in Urban and Rural Areas of Mansa District of Punjab.

Key Words: Education, Scheduled Caste, Socialization, Inter-Generational Mobility
Introduction

Education plays an important role for all round development of an individual
whether it is a boy or girl. It is a powerful instrument which helps an individual in
raising one’s standard of living and helps one to develop his/her overall personality in
general and that of women in particular, which leads to upward vertical mobility. But in
some developing countries like India, women and girls are often denied an opportunity



Inter-Generational Educational... |59

for education. This is mainly due to the patriarchal system, traditions and culture which
hinder the girls’ strength and intelligence in the educational process. Girls are expected
to take up the roles of wives and mothers after marriage, so most of the parents socialize
girls to fulfil expected roles only. According to them, school is not the best place for
them to learn to carry out their effective roles, home is the best place for girls for such
learning to perform the roles assigned to them as rather wives and mothers. In such
societies, women are considered inferior to men and their educational mobility is very
less. People have a belief if girls should be taught to read or right, then their husbands
will die soon and girls lead widowhood for their whole life. So people believed that a
girl should not attain education for the long life of her husbands. She should pray for
her husband’s long life rather than causing death by getting education.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar who framed the Constitution of India has noted the wider
gap between different castes due to education, helped these educational backward castes
by providing them special provision in education so that they could catch up with rest
of the society. This backwardness was also seen in the case of women. Social reformers
such as Raja Ram Mohan Ray and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Jyotirao Phule, Maharshi
Karve and Savitribai Phule raised a voice in favour of women’s education. Christian
Missionaries and some learned people made efforts in this direction.

Objectives of the Study

1. To access the educational mobility among two generations of scheduled caste
women and their linkages to social mobility.

2. To determine the mobility among two generation of scheduled caste women in the
terms of educational attainment.

Methodology

The present study was conducted in the urban and rural areas of Mansa district
of Punjab (which comes under Malwa region). According to the 2011 Census, the total
literacy rate of Mansa district was 61.83% which is less than average literacy rate
75.84% of Punjab. Gender wise, male literacy rate was 67.31% and female literacy
rate stood at 55.68 %.Whereas, the average literacy rate of scheduled caste population
was 33.63%. In which, male literacy rate was 33.35% and female literacy rate stood
at 33.95%.So, for the study Mansa district was purposively selected. For the study
quantitative data was collected by taking the interview of 150 respondents; (75 from
rural and 75 from Urban) areas each .During sampling process, at the first stage, universe
was divided into rural and urban population using Stratified Sampling Method. Further,
for selection of respondents Snow ball technique in rural areas was used and from
urban areas respondents were selected randomly.
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION OF RESPONDENT AND RESPONDENT’S
MOTHER’S

Education of the parents plays an important role in the upbringing of a child.
Children learn their language, culture, values and develop their thought process through
their parents. Parents socialize children on how to behave and live in society. Those
parents who attained higher education have more understanding and positive attitude
towards child education than those parents who are less educated. It was also noted that
the scheduled caste people who were living near the periphery of the cities were more
educated than those who lived in the village due to better educational opportunities.
Table No. 1 and Table No. 2 provide the information about the level of education
attainment of respondents and respondents’ mothers. Education wise distribution of
respondents of Mansa has been presented in table 1.

TABLE NO. 1

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR
EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION

Mansa
Iﬁz‘l’lilz t(i)(fn Urban Rural Total
% f % f %

10th 3 4.0% 3 4.0% 6 4.0%
12th 20 26.7% 45 60.0% 65 43.3%
Graduate 31 41.3% 15 20.0% 46 30.7%
Postgraduate 6 8.0% 8 10.7% 14 9.3%
M.Phil. 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
PhD 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
B.Ed. 13 17.3% 4 5.3% 17 11.3%
PGDCA 2 2.7% 0 0.0% 2 1.3%
Total 75 100.0% 75 100.0% 150 100.0%

The data shows that in the Mansa district, 41 percent of the respondents from
urban areas have done Graduation, while more than half of the respondents studied
till 12th, followed by graduation (one-fifth) in rural areas and 10.7% had done Post
Graduation. It is also important to note that in the rural areas of Mansa district at the
graduation level and higher, the proportion of respondents started declining. The above
analysis shows that the educational attainment of urban respondents is better than the
rural respondents, which is due to the fact that urban respondents are taking advantage
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of educational facilities provided by the government for their educational mobility and
upliftment and the other additional advantage is that they have better access to schools,
colleges and universities, that is why they show better educational mobility with regard
to rural respondents.

TABLE NO.2

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR MOTHERS
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Mothers Mansa

Educational Urban Rural Total
Attainment f % f A f %
Illiterate 42 56% 64 85.35% 106 70.66%
Primary 12 16% 6 8% 18 12%
Middle 9 12% 4 5.35% 13 8.67%
10th 7 9.4% 1 1.3% 8 5.35%
10 +2 4 5.3% 0 0.0% 5 2.66%
Graduation 1 1.3% 0 0.0% 1 0.66%
Eizguaﬁon 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Any other 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Total 75 100.0% 75 100.0% 150 100.0%

The data shows that in the urban area of Mansa district, majority of the
respondents’ mothers (56%) were illiterate and in rural area large majority, i.e., 85%
were illiterate, 16% mothers were educated up to primary level, 12% of them were
educated up to middle level.

INTER — GENERATIONAL EDUCATIONAL MOBILITY

In inter-generational educational mobility, the educational mobility of two
generations i.e. between mother and respondent has been explained. While comparing
table no 1 (educational qualification of respondents) with table no 2 (educational
qualification of mothers) it was found that more than half of the respondents’ mothers
in urban areas of the district were illiterate, while no respondent from the district was
found to be illiterate. This shows that tremendous change has taken place in terms of
education as compared to two generations as in respondent’s generation literacy rate was
increased due to increase in educational facilities as compared to mother’s generation.
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Few cases from both the district shows the inter—generational educational
mobility which is presented as under:

1) Mrs. A from the urban area of Mansa district has two daughters. Mrs. A (the
mother) was illiterate but her children were highly educated. Her elder daughter
has done L.L.B. and now she is working in a court and the other daughter
is pursuing M.Com, this shows the inter-generational educational mobility
of scheduled caste women in the family from illiterate to Post-Graduate or
Professional courses. It also shows the occupational upward mobility where
the mother is a housewife and one of the daughters obtained a reputed job as a
lawyer.

2) Mrs. B from the rural area of Mansa district has two daughters and one son. The
mother was illiterate but her children were educated. Her elder daughter has
done M.A., B.Lib, M.Lib. and younger son and daughter have graduated. This
shows the educational mobility of two generations of scheduled caste women
in the family from being an illiterate to have done post-graduation courses. But
there is no occupational mobility found in both the generations as mother is a
house wife and both of the daughters are not working due to lack of knowledge
and opportunities with regard to job.

While comparing mother’s educational qualification with daughter’s educational
qualification, the data showed a significant difference between their educational
qualifications from rural and urban areas of Mansa district. Majority of the mothers
from the district were illiterate and only few were educated upto primary or 10+2 level.
This is due to the fact that in mother’s generation the number of schools and colleges
were very less and large number of people were illiterate and poor; there was lack
of educational facilities provided by the government and discrimination was done
between son and daughters by the parents. In their time girl’s education was not given
much importance and they were married once they attained puberty. So, in mother’s
generation girl’s education was found to be not useful, parents think that they are meant
to take care of home and marriage was the first priority for them. But on the other hand,
in second generation i.e., in respondent’s generation, educational mobility was found
due to various educational programs and facilities provided by the government; the
number of schools, colleges and universities have increased and the mindsets of parents
were changed with regard to daughter and son educational attainments. Daughters
were given equal opportunities in all the spheres of their life with regard to their sons.
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However, few parents are there who discriminate between daughter and son in the
matter of education, that’s why respondents attained education upto 10+2 only.

RESPONDENTS’ AND RESPONDENT’S MOTHER’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS
THE EDUCATION OF SCHEDULED CASTE WOMEN

Parent’s education highly influences child's education. Those parents who
attained higher education have more understanding and positive attitude towards girl’s
education than those parents who are less educated. But in the contemporary period,
the negative attitude of parents regarding female education has changed because today
most of the people support girl’s education. This changing attitude regarding girl’s
education is primarily due to awareness. The government policies and the constitution
rights endow women with knowledge and enable them to raise their status toward
mobility. Thus, in order to understand the attitude of respondents’ and respondent’s
mother’s regarding scheduled caste women’s education the question was put on “What
is your attitude towards education of girls”? The response of the mother and daughter
has been analyzed in the following tables. Attitude of the respondents towards girl’s
education in Mansa district has been exhibited in table 3.

TABLE NO. 3

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ON THE BASES OF THEIR
ATTITUDE TOWARDS GIRLS’ EDUCATION

. Mansa
é::*llt;ug(eh:z::il;gs Urban Rural Total
f % f % f %
Favorable 75 100.0% 71 94.7% 146 97.3%
Unfavorable 0 0.0% 4 5.3% 4 2.7%
Indifferent 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Total 75 100.0% 75 100.0% 150 100.0%

The data revealed that all the respondents in Mansa district of urban areas
favored girl’s education as compared to 95% in the rural areas. It shows that rural
and urban people's thinking and attitude regarding girl’s education are changing.
Respondents reported that they have a passion for studies and this passion makes them
love for studies and they would like to go for higher education. They felt that education
is most important for girls for their progress and for all round development. If girls
were educated, they would be self-supporting in time of needs. If they were provided
education, they should be financially independent and they can earn a little bit for their
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betterment. Only 5% respondents from rural areas of Mansa District were not in favour
of girl’s education. They feel that after marriage, girls should take care of their family
and for this reason education is not important, knowledge of household works is more
important. Therefore, girls were given that much education which leads them to their
smooth domestic life.

TABLE NO. 4

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY ATTITUDE OF RESPONDENT’S
MOTHER REGARDING THE GIRLS’ EDUCATION

. Mansa
ﬁ/lt(t)lttl:le(:: of Urban Rural Total
f % f % f %
Favorable 69 92.0% 62 82.7% 131 87.3%
Unfavorable 6 8.0% 13 17.3% 19 12.7%
Indifferent 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Total 75 100.0% 75 100.0% 150 100.0%

The data in table No. 4 show that a large majority of the respondent’s mothers
i.e. 87% were in favour of girls’ education. In the urban area 92% respondent’s mothers
were in favour of girls’ education as compared to 83% in rural area. Thus, it can be said
that urban as well as rural mothers are aware of the necessity of girl’s education and
have a more understanding about the educational benefits. Only 8% mothers were not
in favour of girl’s education in urban areas and 17% in rural areas.

INTER — GENERATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS
SCHEDULED CASTE WOMEN

In inter-generational educational attitude towards scheduled caste women, the
responses of the mothers and the respondents have been analyzed. On comparison
of table no 3 (Attitude of respondents regarding the girls’ education) and table no 4
(Attitude of respondent’s mothers with regarding the girls’ education) in Mansa district
all the respondents of urban areas favored girl’s education as comparing to 95% in the
rural areas.

EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS FOR SCHEDULED CASTE WOMEN

In modern society everyone has some educational aspirations for their future and
for the bright future of their children. But in our society one of the major sections which
is deprived and remains backward in terms of educational attainment are scheduled
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caste women and backward class people. However, with the passage of time they
are becoming aware of educational facilities provided by the government to improve
their status and they are utilizing educational opportunities and have high educational
aspiration for them and for their children. At the same time, an educated mother tends
to have the better educational aspiration for her daughters. Thus, table no. 5 and table
no. 6 show the educational aspiration of respondents and respondent’s mothers with
regard to scheduled caste women/daughters.

TABLE NO. 5

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION
FOR SCHEDULED CASTE WOMEN BY RESPONDENTS

. Mansa
Edu.catl.onal Urban Rural Total
Aspiration

% f % f %

Primary 0 0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
High school 0 0% 2 2.7% 2 1.3%
College 15 20% 9 12% 24 16.0%
University 8 10.7% 15 20% 23 15.3%
Till Marriage 5 6.7% 6 8% 11 7.3%
As much as they can | 47 62.7% 43 57.3% 90 60%
Total 75 100% 75 100% 150 100%

The data in the table reveals that the majority of the respondents i.e. 60%
have opined that girls should study as much as they can. It means respondents want
girls to take up education according to their aptitude and study according to their own
will. 63% respondents in urban area said that girls should study as much as they can
as compared to 57% in rural areas. While 20% respondents in urban area and 12 %
respondents of rural area responded that scheduled caste women should take education
till graduation. 23% of the respondents expressed that women should study up to post
graduation level and 7% respondents stated that girls should take education till their
marriage. Respondents said that they always have pressure or stress while studying
that if a good proposal of marriage will come while studying, they should be married
and after marriage, the decision to continue education should be left to their in—laws or
husband. While only 1 percent of respondents opined that girls should study up to 10 +2.
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TABLE NO. 6
MOTHER’S ASPIRATION REGARDING DAUGHTER’S EDUCATION
Mansa
le(;)tilll'?t.isons Urban Rural Total
Y% f % %

Primary 0.0% 5 6.6% 3.3%
Higher Schooling 0.0% 11 14.7% 11 7.3%
College 12 16% 6 8% 18 12%
University 11 14.7% 1.3% 12 8%
As much as they can 44 58.6% 39 52% 83 55.4%
Till Marriage 8 10.7% 13 17.4% 21 14%
Total 75 100.0% 75 100.0% 150 100.0%

Majority of the respondents’ mothers from urban and rural areas i.e. (58.6%
and 52%) revealed that they want their girls to study as much as they can and 16 % of
them from urban Mansa district aspire their daughters to be educated up to graduation
level in comparison to 8% rural respondents’ mothers who wanted their daughters
to study in college. 14.7% of mothers of respondents from urban areas wanted their
daughter to take up education upto graduation level and 1.3 % upto Post Graduation
level. 10.7% urban and 17% rural respondent’s mothers have an aspiration for their
daughter to pursue their studies till marriage. 14.7% rural respondents’ mothers wanted
their daughters to be educated upto 10+2 and only 6.6% wanted their daughters to be
educated upto primary level.

INTER — GENERATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS FOR
SCHEDULED CASTE WOMEN

In inter-generational educational aspirations for scheduled caste women,
the response of the mothers and the respondents with regard to preferred level of
educational attainment of scheduled caste women have been analyzed. On comparison
of table no 1 (educational attainment of the respondents) with table no 5 (respondents’
educational aspirations for scheduled caste women) it can be seen that majority of the
respondents in urban areas were graduates and they have high level of educational
aspirations for scheduled caste women. This shows that higher the educational level
of the respondents, higher is educational aspiration for scheduled caste women. On
the other hand, the respondents who studied till 12th have also a higher educational
aspiration for scheduled caste women. This shows that the majority of the urban and
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rural educated respondents in the district from primary level to post graduate and
diploma courses aspire for higher and better education for scheduled caste women.

On the other hand, on comparison of table no 2 (educational qualification of
the respondents’ mothers) with table no 6 (respondents mothers educational aspirations
for scheduled caste women), in the urban area, despite majority of the respondents’
mothers (56%) were illiterate and in rural areas large majority were illiterate, they
desired that their daughters i.e. (58.6% and 52%) should study as much as they can.
Thus, it was noted that the majority of the respondents’ mothers in urban area were
illiterate and had a high level of educational aspirations for their daughters.

The above analysis shows that it may be wrong to judge a mother on the basis
of education, even if the mother is uneducated, it cannot be said that she can’t educate
her children, she may also have a high level of educational aspiration for her children.
It clearly shows that in modern time the mindset of parents regarding children's
education has changed, even today most of the mothers who were illiterate or educated
upto primary level of education have a higher level of educational aspiration for their
daughter in education, and they want their daughters to study as much as they can.

Findings

Thus, in the present study it was clear from the data that tremendous change has
been found in the field of education among two generations. A significant difference
was found between the educational qualifications of two generations i.e., mothers’
and daughters’, from rural and urban areas of Mansa district. A noticeable educational
mobility was found in respondents’ generation as compared to their mothers’ generation.
As far as educational mobility and educational performance of urban-area respondents
was concerned, it was found to be better than the rural-area respondents. It was also
found that all the respondents in Mansa district were in favour of girls’ education.
Majority of the respondents’ mothers were in favour of educating the girl child. A
significant difference was found in rural and urban areas with regard to equal educational
attainment for both genders. Scheduled Caste women in both the areas have realized
that education plays an important role in their all-round development, especially for
improving their social status in the society. While respondents from village areas also
pointed out that the status of Scheduled Caste women has improved to some extent
with educational opportunities becoming more and more accessible to them.

The researcher analysed the difference in the lives of women from two
generations. The mother and daughter relationship has been explored throughout to
accurately determine any changes that have been followed and accepted. It has been
noted that mothers of previous generation support younger generation to opt for better
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education and occupation. They prefer their daughters to go for higher education. It is
also noted that confidence and self assurance of women in themselves allows them to
trespass the preexisting patriarchal notion prevalent in society.

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. There is an urgent need for opening nearby schools and colleges in the village areas
for women. Selection and identification of the talented girls should be done at the
National and State level through various tests which should enable the Government
to capture the target group for concerned schemes.

2. Counseling and Psychological Programmes in school, colleges to improve self-
image, Self doubts and confidence for handling situations among scheduled caste
women.

3. Open more Schools and colleges in rural areas, so they should be more accountable
for scheduled caste women.

4. Parents trust on girls will give them more oppunities to grow and excel their talent.
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