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William Wordsworth (7 April 1770 — 23 April 1850) was a major
English Romantic poet who, with Samuel Taylor Coleridge. helped to
launch the Romantic Age in English literature with their joint publication
Lyrical Ballads (1798) . Wordsworth's magnum opus is generally consid-
cred to be The Prelude. a semi-autobiographical poem of his ecarly years
that he revised and expanded a number of times. It was posthumously
titled and published. before which it was generally known as "the poem
to Coleridge". Wordsworth was Britain’s poet laurcate from 1843 until
his death from pleurisy on 23 April 1850. The second of five children
horn to John Wordsworth and Ann Cookson, William Wordsworth was
born on 7 April 1770 in Wordsworth House in Cockermouth, Cumberland,
part of the scenic region in northwestern England known as the Lake
District. His sister. the poet and diarist Dorothy Wordsworth, to whom he

was close all his life. was born the following year, and the two were

baptised together. They had three other siblings: Richard, the eldest, who
who went to sea and died in

became a lawyer: John, born after Dorothy,
1805 when the ship of which he was captain, the Earl of Abergavenny.

was wrecked off the south coast of England; and Christopher, the young-
est. who entered the Church and rose 10 be Master of  Trinity College,
His notable works are  lyrical ballads, poems, in (wWo volumes, The
Excursion. The prelude, i wandered as a cloud . literary movement- Ro-
manticism
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[vor Armstrong Richards (26 February 1893 — 7 September 1979).
known as I A. Richards. was an English educator, literary critic, and rheto-
rician whose work contributed to the foundations of the New Criticism. a
formalist movement in literary theory, which emphasized the close read-
ing of a literary text, especially poetry, in an effort to discover how a work
of literature functions as a self-contained, self-referential aesthetic ob-
ject.

Richards’ intellectual contributions to the establishment of the lit-
erary methodology of the New Criticism are presented in the booksThe
Meaning of Meaning: A Study of the Influence of Language upon Thought
and of the Science of Symbolism (1923), by C. K. Ogden and I. A.
Richards. Principles of Literary Criticism (1926), Practical Criticism
(1929), and The Philosophy of Rhetoric (1936).
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