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Just as Sri Nrisimhapriya (Tamil) was established 75 years ago by Injimedu Srimad
Azhagiasingar, the English edition of Sri Nrisimhapriya was begun with the benediction of
Villivalam Srimad Azhagiasingar 13 years ago, with the noble intention of imparting
Sampradayic wisdom to those eager for knowledge, but lacking adequate mastery over
Tamil. Since then, the journal has made significant progress and occupies the premier
position among Sri Vaishnava religious journals in English.

The English edition of Sri Nrisimhapriya not only brings to its readers distilled wisdom of
Sri Vaishnava tenets every month, but also serves as a link between the Sri Matham and
its disciples. We confer our benediction upon Sri Nrisimhapriya (English) for achieving
‘spectacular increase in readership and also for making its readers wise and spiritually-
‘i"nclined.

It =wmvuld give us pleasure to see all devotees patronize the English edition of Sri

Nrisimhapriya by becoming subscribers.

Mangalani Bhavanthu
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[[The ‘Three-fold’ nature

of Goddess Mahélaksmiﬂ

n the series of articles carried by this

journal over the last few months, we

have been covering some of the
glorious aspects of the Mother of the
universe — Goddess Mahalaksmi. In this
regard, it is fitting to present another
all-important verse that further delineates
Her immutable glory. This verse has been
composed by Sri Nadadar Ammal in the
sixth chapter of his work called ‘Prapanna
Parijata’, where Svami brings out the

glory of Piratti.

Aparadhaika saktanam
anarhanam ciram nrnam /
Bhartur asrayane purvam
svayam purusakaratam //
Vallabhyena nutistantim
vatsalyadhyupabrmhinim /
upayasamaye bhartuh
jAana Saktyadi vardhinim /
muktanam bhoga vrdhyartham
saundaryadi vivardhanim ... ...
akara traya sampannam
aravindanivasinim /
asesajagadisitrim
vande Varada vallabham // 82
The meaning of this verse is as

follows.

Sri A.S. Aravamudan
Sri Advitiya Dixit

People are of such nature that they
are always engaged (ajikasakta) in
committing sins (aparadha), from time
immemorial (cira). Therefore, they are
ineligible (anarha) for seeking refuge at
the Lord’s feet. The Lord who bears the
quality of ‘danda dharatvam’ (punitive
intent towards sinners) metes out
appropriate punishment for those who
commit sins; therefore, although He is
all-compassionate, His natural grace
towards us becomes impeded by our

innumerable sins. In this hopeless
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The °‘Three-fold’ nature of Goddess Mahalaksmi
(concluding part)

aving brought out the aspects of
Goddess Laksmi being the
intercessor (Purusakara) on
behalf of the erring souls, Sri Nadadur
Ammal ends the verse with two most

beautiful lines that capture, in a nutshell, the

import of the entire Vedanta. Svami says

Sri A.S. Aravamudan
Sri Advitiya Dixit

— vande or | bow to, Varada vallabham
— the consort of Varada, i.e., to Mahadevi
(Perundevi) Tayar, who is asesa
jagadisitrim — the Sovereign Supreme
Ruler (iSitri) of the entirety (asesa) of
the universe (jagaf), who is aravinda
nivasinim — the one who dwells in the
lotus flower, and who naturally possesses
(sampanna) an essential nature that has
threefold aspects (akaratraya).

This verse is impregnated with
profound philosophical purport regarding
the nature of the Supreme Mother —
Mahalaksmi. It is impossible to touch
upon all the aspects of this profound
verse; however, here is an attempt to
highlight the main features.

First, the phrase asesa jagadisitri
indicates that She is the Supreme
Sovereign Ruler (isitri) over the entire
universe (asesa jagaf). This is reminiscent
of the Sruti proclaiming Her ‘Rulership
over all’ (sarva bhitesvaratva vacanam),
which declares (Sri Siktam Mantra #9)
— isvarim sarvabhatanam (She is the

Supremo over all beings).
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A brief introduction to

Parvamimamsa and Uttaramimamsa

he word ‘mimamsa’ is derived
from the root ‘mana’ meaning
‘vicare’ i.e., to ‘enquire’ or
The ‘Mugdhabodha’
Vyakarana text of Sri Vopadeva

‘investigate’.

corroborates this understanding (mana

vicare . mimamsate).

Further, based on the Panini
Sutra 3-1-6 (manbadhadansanbhyo
dirghascabhyasasya) it becomes known
that for roots such as ‘man’ (to
investigate) etc., a ‘san’ pratayaya (affix)
is to be added (optionally) only when
the usage will be in the sense of a
desiderative verb. A ‘desiderative’ verb
means a verb expressing a ‘want’ or a
‘wish’. Additionally, by the same rule,
the ‘ikarah’ becomes elongated to the
‘dirgha’ or the long ‘i’ substitute. So,
from a series of derivations, the root
‘mana’ takes the form ‘mimarmsa’ when
it is to denote ‘a desire to enquire’ or a
‘desire to investigate’. The Vartikam (of
Katyayana) also states *maner jijiasayam’
meaning- ‘san’ pratayaya (affix) is to be
added to the root ‘mana’ in the sense

of ‘to inquire/investigate’.

Sri A.S. Aravamudan
Sri Advitiya Dixit

The ‘mimarnsa’ $astra is therefore
defined as ‘vicara parvaka tattva nirnava’
i.e., a conclusion (nirnaya) regarding the
truths (tattva), preceded by detailed

enquiry (vicara parvaka).

Having derived the meaning of the
word ‘mimamsa’ as ‘desire to investigate’,
the next natural question that arises in
one’s mind is — It is a desire to enquire
into what? Or a desire to investigate
what?

Indeed, the ‘mimarsa’ $astra is one
of the six systems (sad- dar$ana-s)
entirely based on the Sruti Pramana or
the Veda. So it follows, in simple terms,
that ‘mimamsa’ is a ‘desire to investigate
the subject matter of the Veda’.

The Veda itself is, however, broadly
divided into two subsections, based on

the ‘tattva’ or the ‘truth’ revealed.

1) ‘vajAadi niripika karmakanda’ —
the section of the Vedic texts that deal
with ‘yajfia’ (Vedic rituals) etc., which is

called the “Karma-kanda” portion.



