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Constructivist Language teaching Methods
Dr. Ekkurti Venkatswarlu

Assistant Professor in Education,
SLBS National Sanskrit Universitv (Centrall versie, New Delly
Constructivism philosophy: -
What is Constructivist Paradigm?

L. Positivism: -

Ontology = Realism
Epistemology = Dualist and objectivist

Methodology = Experimental and manipulative

2. Post Positivism

Ontofogy = Critical realism Epistrmulogy = Modified Dualist and objectivise
Mcthodology = Modified experimental and manipulative

3. Critical theory and related ideological position,

Onrology = Historical realism

Epistemology = Transactional and subjectivise

Methodology = Dialogic and dialectical

Constructivism is a view in the philosophy of science that mamtains that serentfic
knowledge is constructed by the scientific community, which secks to measure and construct models
of the natural world. Constructivism is the theory that says learners construct knowledge ratlyey
than just passively take in information, As people experience the world and reflect upon thos
experiences, they build their own representations and incorporate new information 1t therr pre-
existing knowledge,

An elementary school teacher presents a class problem 1o measure the length of he
"Mayflower." Rather than starting the problem by introducing the ruler, the teacher allows students
to reflect and to construct their own methods of measurement.

Jean Piager was 2 Swiss psychologist known for his work on ¢hild dvr-:lnpmcnr. Piager's
theory of cognitive development and epistemological view  are together  called  "genetic
epistemology”, Piaget placed great importance on rthe education of children, Lev Sﬂnm:m'.‘u‘h
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Vivgorsky was 4 Sovier psychologist, known for his work on psychological development in childs

He published on a diverse range of subjects, and from multiple views as his perspective changed over

the vears. Amony his students was Alexander Luma,

The Principles of Constructivism

There are some principles of constructivism thar must be paid attention 0 applying this
theory in teaching learning Process,
L. Knowledge s actively constructed by the mdividual - It means that knowledge 1s seen or viewed

as learning in how the learners construct the meaning of something thar can make sense to

them, In other words, it creares the learners as active creators.

2, Lc,arning is both an individual and a social process - We find the meaning of Iearning through
the meeraction with others m natural contexts,
3. Learning 15 a self-regulated process - Individual's learning is determined by the inborn

characteristics and external factors that influcnce them,
4. Learning is an organizational process thar enables people to make sense of their world -
Lc.lrmng 18 viewed as process to rel

ate the prior knuwlcdgc and new one by assimilating and
.1ccmnmod.1nng.

o

Cogmtion serves the organization of the experiential world, not the ontological reality. Truth
as viability, not validity.  In doing the term "learning” an individual has different ways,
perspectives, life and the purpose of it. So, he or she has different result in interpreting the term
“learning” that it is based on his or her experience.

6. Reality represents an interpreration -To construct our understanding of the meaning of cerrain
thing, we can't scparate with the term interpretation.

Learming s a socially situated activity that is enhanced in meaningful contexts - The term

"Iearning" happcns in social environments in interaction with others in meaningful context.

-~

8. Language plavs an essential role in learning. Thinking rakes place in communicarion - Language
1s seen as the tool to connect with what has been learning with component of language such as
words, sentence ete. then combine it in order to creare the effective communication.

9. Motwation is a key component in learning -Motivation has significant role in learning it the
learner has high motivation in learning: he will have the better resule than the le

Constructivist Teaching and Learning

Constructivist teachimg s based on the beliel thar learning o

arner doesn't,

ceurs as learners are acrively
involved in a process of meaning and knowledge construction rather than passively receiving
information, Learners are the muakers of meaning and knowledge, Construcrivist teaching fosters

critical chinking and creates motivared and mdependent learners,
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T]‘Ilﬁ report examines CONSLrUCHvISE te

aching and learning by looking ar thye

features of . dnmerive
ey ol G4 Construcrivist pmgl‘mnm(‘. e

i the qualities of 4 constructivist teacher

ey cand the sroanizats
4 constructivist classroom. A constructivist teacher i e

and classroom differ from 4 traditional

classy '
lassroom in a number of ways: the learners are
facilitaces e i
wilitaces a process of learning in which students
Part One of this report provides a defi

T R . ; . »
1 WO examines the characteristic features of
iter,

interactive and student-cantered: and the

teache
are encouraged ro be respensible and auronomous,
nition of a rationale for constructivise teaching. Parr
| o A constructivist classtoom mterweaving the :'\:.\c.'.r\.'?.'.
ature on constructivist teaching with the narrared expericnces of a pracrisin 5 CONSTRICTIV IS
teacher. Part Three presents a discussion of the professional [ e b
Part Four considers implications of and possibilities

suggests rec endations
'ggests recommendations for schools, colleges and school boards,

CONSTRUCTIVIST CLASSROOM

clc\":lnpmcl1r ob & construcrivist reacher.

tor this research on constructivist reaching and

* Curriculum emphasizes big concepts. beginning wich the whole and expandme o
include the parts. ‘ h

®  Pursuit of the student questions and interest is valued

®  Marterials include primary sources of material and mantpulacive materials

* Lecarning is interactive, building on what the student already knows

® Teachers have a dialogue with students, helping students construce ther own knowledee

n

Teacher's role is interactive, rooted is negotiation
®  Assessment includes student works, observations and pomes of view, as well as reses
Process is as important as product
*  Knowledge is seen as dynamic, ever changing with our expeniences
=  Srudents work primarily in groups
Constructivist Language teaching Methods :-
Discovery Learning . ‘
Discovery learning is one of the applications of constructivism. According to QDonneli

“Discovery Learning is an instructional method in which the students are free to wors m learnin

litcle or no guidance". This assumption from O'Donnell 15 also supporred I

environment with |
Ryan & Murray who assume that discovery learning is problem based learing with musi
It means that through discovery learning the teacher gives opportunioy o stidants T

guidance". react : ‘ I
learning through the environment with little guidance trom the teacher. There

explore their selves by
are some structures th
learn, intuitive and analytical thinking,
basic to advanced step.

Readiness to learn:
Any subject will be useful

at must be paid atcention in applving discovery learming. Thev are readiness

movad iram

motivates for learning. These structures must be

if the studenrs have readiness to leam through discoveny leamig.

L
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Abhinaya Vidhi is a methodology in language teaching that originated in ancient India.

It's a holistic approach that integrates physical, emotional, and intellectual aspects to facilitate
language learning. Here are some key components of Abhinaya Vidhi:
1. Total Physical Response (TPR): Using gestures, postures, and facial expressions to convey

meaning. :
2. Emotional Connection: Associating emotions with language to enhance memory and

retention. :
3. Storytelling: Using narratives to teach language in context.
acticing real-lile scenarios 1o develop communication skills.

4. Role-playing: Pr
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