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Abstract
N DI3ys & very important partin
affects the social development
OW they interact and make
fe. Before India got independence,
tional status of women wasin a pitiful
Forts going on to create awareness
&y and empower the women of this
'owing them to get educated. This

fort in understanding the ancient
qucation system starting with the vedic
ng to identify what led to the decline
ational status of women and what
€ eforts made to revive the status before
@ got its independence.
Keywords: Vedic era, Early Medieval era,
8ritish Rule, education, women
Introduction

ndian Civilization is different from other
¢ civilizations of the world. Most of the known

zations show that the further we delve into
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society whereas Indian civilization is unique in
{75 respect. The more we go back in the
antiguity of Indian civilization, the more
“atisfactory we found the status of women in
many flelds, especially in education.

'ndian history goes back to thousands
o' years and data of some subsequent centuries

« 9 Facror &l‘“
SN 23 53&3,-, st lwamwm;‘md‘b::ﬁw

July 202)
S nsufficionrLoue-78, Voloy | 015
00k thrae o "COMPlete. Therefors-we i

Mmedieval age
Independence of Ingia.
Women ed‘ucation during Vedic gra

Du-nr'\g the vedic era girls would marry

_ ttaining the age of 16. The unmarried
studying vedas and Wt::’f?n yvefe ellg'b'e qu
and other religiou:iit|C!patlnglr“ Vanogsvednc
e uals. Vedic studies are
INitiated by undergoing the ritual of upanayana,
which was as common for girls as it was for boys.
As mentioned in the Atharvaveda, the initiation
ceremony was followed by a period of
brahmacharya which was essential for securing
a suitable match for marriage.
“brahmacaryeGaa kanya yuvanaCBvindate
patim” I X, 5, 18.

“A young daughter after the observance
of brahmacharya should be married to a young
man”

Names of many learned lady poets are
mentioned in the Sarvanukramanika.
Lopamudra, Vidvavara, Sikata Nivavari and
Ghosha are credited to be the composer of
Rigveda 1.179, V. 28. VIII. 91, IX. 81.11-20, and
X. 39, and 40 hymns respectively. Some lady
scholars such as Sulabha Maitreyi, Vadava
Prachiteyi, and Gargi Vachaknavi (As. G. S, I,
4, 4) were paid tribute of respect by daily
remembrance at the time of brahmayajfa.

Generally female students pursued
education till they get married, usually at the
age of 15 or 16. They were taught important
Vedic hymns prescribed for the daily prayers or
rituals to be performed after the marriage.
Musical hymns of samaveda and dancing were
also part of their curriculum. There were some
lady scholars known as Brahmvadinis who used

to pursue their education and get excelled in
the scholarships before they got married. They
were great scholars of vedic philosophies. With
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